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I Claim: 

A method for distributing digital data to a plurality of remote sjtes 
iving a processing device and a display device, comprising: 
generating a first set of digital data; 

encoding each of a plurality of portable read-only storag^flevices with said 
first set of digital data; 

distributing said plurality of storage devices to saifl plurality of remote sites; 
providing a database containing a second set/of digital data and means for 
remotely communicating with said sites using a/bi-directional channel; 

said first set of digital data comprish^g a plurality of regular displayable items, 
a plurality of formatting codes, a plurality of special displayable terms, a first non- 
displayable symbol, a plurality of Hnkage references, and a second non-displayable 
symbol, said special displayable'terms being highlighted when displayed by said 
display device, said first no^-displayable symbol being used by said processing device 
for recognizing said displayable terms, said second non-displayable symbol being used 
by said processing device for recognizing said plurality of linkage references, each of 
said plurality op linkage references being used for retrieving a portion of said second 
set of digital data, and each of said plurality of special displayable terms being 
associated with one of said plurality of linkage references; 
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said means for communicating comprising means for accepting at lea$fc<$ne of 
said linkage references transmitted by at least one of said sites using^did bi-directional 
channel; 

searching, by said database, foraj>effion of said second set of digital data 
referenced by said at least^figlinkage reference; and 

senciittg^Dy said database, said portion to said at least one site via said bi- 
furectional channel. 




2. 



The method of claim 1 wherein said first set of digital data is 



encrypted* 



3. 




are CDROMs. 



4. 



The method of claim 1 wherein said storage devices are optically 



encoded storage devices. 




5. The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of said plurality of 
displayable items contains text-based characters. 



6. 



The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of periodically 



updating parts of said second set of digital data. 
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7. The method of claim 1 wherein said each of said plurality of special 
display able terms/are enclosed between a pair of said first non-display able symbol and 
each of said plurality of linkage references are enclosed between a pair of said second 
non-displaj/able symbols 



^ ^ n i n f° rmat i° n distribution system for distributing digital dat^o be 

spiaf^a in a plurality of remote sites each having a processing device apa a display 
f device, comprising: / 

a plurality of portable read-only storage devices each ejaroded with a first set 
of digital data, said storage devices being distributed to $am plurality of remote sites; 

a database containing a second set of digital data and means for remotely 
communicating with said sites using a bi-directional channel; 

said first set of digital data comprising a plurality of regular displayable items, 
a plurality of formatting codes, a plurality of special displayable terms, a first non- 
displayable symbol, a plurality of linkage references, and a second non-displayable 
symbol, said special displayable terms being highlighted when displayed by said 
display device, said first niem-displayable symbol being used by said processing device 
for recognizing said displayable terms, said second non-displayable symbol being used 
by said processing'device for recognizing said plurality of linkage references, each of 
said plurality/of linkage references being used for retrieving a portion of said second 
set of digital data, and each of said plurality of special displayable terms being 
assoaated with one of said plurality of linkage references; 
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said means for communicating comprising means for accepting at least one of 
said linkage references delivered by at least one of said sites; and 

means in said database for searching for a portion of said second set of digital 
data referenced by said at least one linkage reference and for sending said portion to 
said at least one site via said bi-directional channel. 



9. The system of claim 8 wherein said storage devices are CDROMs. 



10. The system of claim 8 wherein said read-only storage devices are 
optically encoded storage devices. 

11. The system of claim 8 wherein at least one of said special displayable 
terms contains text-tfased characters. 

12. The system of claim 8 further comprising means for periodically 
updating parts of said second set of digital data. 

13. The system of claim 8 wherein each of said plurality of special 
displayable terms Are enclosed between a pair of said first non-displayable symbol and 
each of said plurality of linkage references are enclosed between a pair of said second 
non-displayable symbol. 
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14. The system of claim 8 wherein said first set of digital data is encrypted. 

15. A plurality of portable read-only storage devices distributed to a 
plurality of remote sites, each of said plurality of remote sites having a processing 
device and a display device, each of said plurality of remote sites further connected via 
a bi-directional channel to a database containing a first set of digital data; each of said 
storage devices comprising a second set of digital data having a plurality of regular 
displayable items, a plurality of formatting codes, a plurality of special displayable 
terms, a first non-displayable symbol, a plurality of linkage references, and a second 
non-displayable symbol, said special displayable terms being highlighted when 
displayed by said display device, said first non-displayable symbol being used by said 
processing device for recognizing said displayable terms, said second non-displayable 
symbol being used by said processing device for recognizing said plurality of linkage 
references, each of said plurality of linkage references being used for retrieving a 
portion of said first set of digital data, and each of said plurality of special displayable 
terms being associated with one of said plurality of linkage references. 

16. The storage devices of claim 15 wherein each of said plurality of special 
displayable terms are enclosed between a pair of said first non-displayable symbol and 
each of said plurality of linkage references are enclosed between a pair of said second 
non-displayable symbol. 




